Chapter

Berlin, yd-qth January, 1912.

THE talk is all of war. They maintain that England has
absolutely set her heart upon it owing to the fact the Kaiser-
Wilhelm Canal isn't finished yet and she wants to get the
benefit of this and while so many ships are still under con-
struction. It isn't my belief. The whole thing seems to
me too silly for words and merely the fruit of diseased im-
agination. I cannot think that England would take the first
steps towards a war with Germany without any good reason
for doing so. It is giving her credit for more evil intent
than exists in the whole of Great Britain.

Cambon who came to see me on New Year's Day
was obliged to leave for Paris yesterday morning owing
to upsetting news which he had received. He told
me the committee of the Senate wanted him to come
and make explanations and he has flatly refused saying that
diplomacy would become impossible if they went on like
that . . .

Monsieur Caillaux wanted to gain time by putting the
debate off until the pth January. Unhappily the longer the
mat#r is postponed the more embittered people are and the
more thorny things will become.
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